PTFE grafts to the right coronary artery following endarterectomy.
In ten of 3031 patients undergoing coronary surgery, we used a PTFE graft for bypass to the right coronary artery following endarterectomy. Diffuse calcification was the reason for endarterectomy of the right coronary artery in all cases. We chose a PTFE graft only in those cases where autologous grafts were not available in a sufficient number. After a mean follow-up period of twelve months nine of the ten grafts were patent.--This study demonstrates that under selected circumstances PTFE grafts can be successfully used in coronary surgery if autologous grafts are lacking.